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LENE 1

Theplay is set in the livelwork space of Mariah
and Chris. Itisan artist loft, purchased before
the neighbor hood even thought about the word
trendy. Thedetritus of dual careersin art
competes for space. Mariah is an abstract
painter. Chris builds Rube Goldber g machines.
Mariah is furiously trying to zip a suitcase that
is very clearly over stuffed.

CHRIS
Your baggage is oversized.

MARIAH
All'l haveto do is push harder.

Mariah uses her entire upper body to stuff it
down.

CHRIS
You’'re goingto haveto check it.

MARIAH
| can’t afford to check abag on an oversess flight to ... Rhymes with banana

CHRIS
| thought you were goingto Beijing.

MARIAH
Sodid|. Levy explained. Bejingisyesterday. Like New York.

CHRIS
If New York isyesterday, why can’'t you get ashow inthe New York space?

MARIAH
It’s aresidency slash exhibition. | need to beinternationa. The Chineselove art.
Guaranteed sales.

CHRIS
Accordingto Levy. You don't even know whereyou’ re going.



MARIAH
(strugdes, remembers)
Xixuanbanha
CHRIS
That doesn’t rhy me with banana.
MARIAH

It rhymes. Bah-nah-nah. Try not to kill my plants with your negetivity.

CHRIStakes over the suitcase. He unpacks
some stuff.

CHRIS
Your problemisyou don’'t know how to compartmentdize.

MARIAH
Here.

MARIAH hands Chris a dry cleaning ticket.

CHRIS
No, M ariah, no. | don’t pick up your dry cleaning. It’s aperk of thedivorce.

MARIAH
I’m going to be gone six months, Chris. Sx months.

CHRIS
Not my problem.

MARIAH
| am going halfway around to world to prostitute mysef to the goba economy so one of
us can afford a solution to the current living arrangements and you won't even pick up
my dry cleaning?

CHRIS
| said no.

MARIAH
Wrong answer.



They have a ridiculous pleading, threatening,
posturing star e off.

CHRIS
No.

MARIAH
What do you want from me?

CHRIS

Autonomy.
| haveto be ableto say notoyou. Dr. Krasner says.

MARIAH
Dr. Krasner say s you shouldn’t do me One Favor? You shouldn’t perform Onesimple
Act of Humanity that any human beingwould perform for any other human beingthat
they stood next to on the subway, much less ahuman beingthat he had been married to.
Someone he had been intimate with time and time again over amulti-year history?
Admittedly not so much a the end.

CHRIS
Enough.

MARIAH
Enough you' Il be ahuman being and pick up my dry cleaning?

CHRIS
Enough you'll stop waxing rhapsodic about our broken lives and I'll pick up your dry
cleaning?

MARIAH
Good. Now try tolift it. It'sunder 50 pounds right?

CHRIS
Wrong. It’s an incredible burden.

It's really heavy. Hedrops it on Mariah's foot
by accident.

MARIAH
Kill me. Kill menow.



Chrislooks at the dry cleaning ticket. An idea

dawns.
CHRIS
Huh.
SCENE 2
MARIAH

Artist Satement for International Exhibition.

The Bitter Place: These paintings use abstraction as awindow into other worlds. This
series, inspired by Dant€ s Divine Comedy depicts the stubborn, savage wilderness faced
by thosewho wake, “ M idway aongthejourney of our life’ to find themselves stuck in a
fucking forest.

Employingthe device of pardld perspectives and last century materids, the series
wanders off on dternate paths, any one of which, had | taken might have spared methe
sufferingthat this exact kind of bullshit that | am spouting creates.

But no, here | am, writing another artist statement so that people can read it, take one
look a my work and say, “Doesn’t look like aforest to me.” or the time honored
abstractionist classic“My kid could do that.”

Redly, your kid could spend her whole stupid life learning how to draw, mastering a
brush and then forgetting how to do any of that while watching people who never
bothered spout this kind of bullshit and make millions of dollars steding other people' s
pics on Instagram. Your kid could commit to her vision, even if paintingis“ Over” and
abstraction has goneto hell. Your kid can persevere, knowingthe whole time, there's
easier way s to live than the scrap that is adjunct and fifty percent commission. Oh hey--
but your kid’sagrl, so the odds against her getting galery representation go up two-
hundred, nope, three hundred percent. No worries. She's got a self-destructive stresk
tha’s Pollock, Picasso and Whitman, so she's never goingto be ableto do anything else
even if paintingis ruiningwhat’s left of her miserablelife. If your kid can do that, that’s
geat. Tha'sfantastic. Congratulations onyour totaly fucked up kid

Havefun payingfor art school.



SCENE 3

Christopher and Lisa enter from their second
date. They ve goneback to his place, soit's

going pretty well.

CHRIS
And then when | got out of Art School, 1/

LISA
Wait. So you went to Art School.

CHRIS
Yes.

LISA

And that’s whereyou met your wife. In art school?

CHRIS
Yes.
LISA
(disappointed)
Soyou'rean artist.
CHRIS

| guess, you could say that. Only, morein theway you could say that I'm Catholic.

LISA
(redly disappointed)
You'reaCatholic Artist?

CHRIS
No, I'mlapsed. I'malgpsed Catholic. And alapsed artist.

LISA
| et it.

CHRIS
Istha aproblem? You sound disappointed.



LISA
| do.

CHRIS
Because | am employed.

LISA
It’s too soon for this.

CHRIS

| did not mean to rush things.The other night. 1t seemed likeyou wereinto it.

LISA
| redly didn’t want to spoil thisyet.

CHRIS
| can explain. I’'malittle out of practice.

LISA
| know. That’'swhat makesit so awful.

CHRIS
It was awful?

LISA
That’s not what | meant.

CHRIS

You haveto believe mewhen | say that | was not planning on things going as well or as
awful asthings did. | redly thought it went pretty well.

LISA
Things did go awfully well.

CHRIS
They did?

LISA

Yes. Awfully, awfully well.



CHRIS
They did.

LISA
Which iswhy | hoped we could postponethis. | know you are new to this whole dating
scene, what with your wife dying so recently and so violently.

CHRIS
Yeah, that.

LISA
o, | redize, you can’'t know what it is like, out here, for those of us who never found
someone.

CHRIS
I'd liketo know.

LISA
No, you wouldn’t. | say this, speakingas agief counselor who has listened to alot of
genuingly terrible circumstances. It isn't just rough. It’s brutd.

It’s not you. It'sme.

CHRIS
This part of the dating scene | do remember.

He goesto let her out.

LISA
You asked if it was aproblem that you are an artist.

CHRIS
Lapsed artist.

LISA
It isaproblem.

CHRIS
Can | ask why?

LISA

You can. Let meexplan. | havebeen datingfor aquarter of acentury.



LISA
And after thelast nearly long-term gpocay ptic catastrophe of ardationship, | decided |
could go back and start over and iminate what wasn’t working.

CHRIS
| completely understand that.

LISA
Therearetwo things wrongwith dating after A Certain Age. Lies and the Internet.

CHRIS
That sounds... true.

LISA
Lies and the Internet are actualy the two things wrongwith dating a any age. But after A
Certain Age, they just become unbearable. Like someone else' s browser history.

| don't lie. Ever. And | don’t usetheinternet.

CHRIS
S0, like, you don’t do online dating

LISA
| don’'t do onlineanything. | don’'t usetheinternet at al.

CHRIS
At dl? | don't understand.

LISA
You know old people, right? You have parents.

CHRIS
Yes, but my momis addicted to Pinterest and is dway's forwarding scams.

LISA
Redly old people.

CHRIS
Like Nana, before she died.



LISA
It works pretty much the samefor measit did for your dead grandmother. Like 1989,
beforeit had anythingto do with Taylor Swift.

CHRIS
How do you do anything? Like, if you wanted to get Chinesefood but you didn’t want
to wak more than 400 fest.

LISA
Here. | might as well show you.

Lisa gets her incredibly heavy purse. She pulls
out a map.
| havethis.

CHRIS
A paper map of thecity that isn't labeled ironicaly or aproject on Etsy. | haven't seen
one of thesein ages.

He holds it like an object of wonder .
| had one, when | first moved here. When | lived here.

LISA
Shishi.

CHRIS
Not then.

LISA

No, not then. You should have bought aplace, but then you wouldn’t havethis onel
suppose. Thisagreat place. No one could ever afford aspace like this now.

CHRIS
It has very desirable light.

LISA
Isit hard for you, livingherewith al your memories of her?

CHRIS
M emories are easier to livewith than M /ost people.

Hetries to fold up the map.



10.

LISA
Let me.

Shefolds it up easily and putsiit in her incredibly

heavy purse.
CHRIS
You must havealot of maps.
LISA
Phone book.
CHRIS
Wow.
LISA

| guess you could say I’m an old-fashioned girl. Or you could just say, seeyou around.
Lisa starts to go.

CHRIS
Soyou don't usetheinternet. Bigded. | havefriends who don’t believein climate
chance.

LISA
Redly?

CHRIS
Not redly. Reatives, but not friends. All my friends beievein climate change, well--
except for one. Although, technicdly he bdievesin it, but he also beievesit isa
corporate conspiracy to chain usto our capitdist overlords. Whichit is, now that | think
about it. | did tell you | went to art school.

LISA
You did.

CHRIS
You didn't tell mewhy that disgppointed you.

LISA
| didn’t.
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CHRIS
Will you?

LISA
If you want to hear thetruth. | meant it when | said | don’t lie. | know everyonethinks
they arepretty honest about stuff. But thereis not “ pretty” honest. There' s mostly
“panful” honest and ugy honest. It isn’t difficult to tel thetruth, onceyou get the hang
of it, but hearingit is another thing.

CHRIS
Istha your way of telingme, “ You can’'t handle the truth?

Lisa laughs.

LISA
Okay. Here goes.
| used to datethis guy. M ore like aquivering poisonous blob of flesh-eating bacteria
disguised as an available, educated, age-appropriate non-felon and/

CHRIS
You know what, let’s not tak about the past.

LISA
That'sagesat idea.

CHRIS
You'retruthful. That’sgood. | can handleit.

LISA
You'rean artist. That’s disgppointing. | can handleit.

CHRIS
Actudly, | don't make art anymore. Also, disgppointing, but | can handleit. The past is
past

LISA
What's doneis done.

CHRIS
Kiss Today Goodbye.
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Lisa hesitates.
Um, over and Out.

Chris realizes this still sounds wrong.

LISA
Dead and Gone. OhmyGod. I'mso sorry. | didn't mean to say that. | didn’t think.

CHRIS
It’s okay.

LISA
Noitisn't. | can't think of anythingworsethat | could’ve said. Except may be Dead and
Buried or Dead as aDoornail or Dead on Ddlivery. Oh my God that isn’'t even athing. |
can't stop. It'sasideeffect of tellingthetruth dl thetime. It fucks with your filter.

CHRIS
It"s okay. It gets better. You breathein and out al day long. You get out of bed every
morning. Then, after awhile, you don’t have to remind yourself to get out of bed every
morning and breathe in and out

Heis totally stealing this from Seeplessin
Seattle and thinking he can get away with it.

LISA
That’s beautiful and familiar. She must have been incredible.

CHRIS
Incredibleis oneword.

LISA
| um, saw her once, a an opening. | didn’t redly carefor thework.. It seemed desperate.

CHRIS
Which show?

LISA
Ahab in Drag

CHRIS

Thefigurative phase was atough one.
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LISA
| should go.

CHRIS
Say.

LISA

| want to seeyou again, but I've already told you I’m disappointed in you and criticized
your late wife' s work--- which seems like more of afifth datething. | should go before
the crazy completely dawns on you.

CHRIS
| likeit. What man doesn’t want awoman who say s exactly what she' s thinking?

LISA
All of them, in my experience.

CHRIS
Plus-- no technology. | don’t haveto do any follow up. Notexts. No emails. No
maintenance.

LISA
True.

CHRIS
After dl, how often do you meet astranger at aparty and/

LISA
57 times. | toldyou. | don't lie. Ever.

CHRIS
57 times?

LISA
| gotoalot of partiesand a heart I'm adeeply optimistic person.

CHRIS
57 times. So, before, when you said things went/

LISA
Awfully well.
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CHRIS
Where does that put me? On ascde.

LISA
It’s not atest.

CHRIS

But if it wereatest, wherewould | rank?

LISA
Eighty 7?? Fifth? (reconsiders) Eighty-second percentile.

CHRIS
| can livewith that.

LISA
You can?

CHRIS

Because | know | can do better.

His moveis made. She accepts. They exit off to
the bedreoom. Per haps to the sound of Taylor
Swift's “ 22" .

SCENE 4

1 month later. Chrisis preparing a romantic
evening. Chrisand Mariah’s wedding pictureis
displayed along with pictures of their youth and
mor e of her work. It's likea memorial.

Mariah enters, dragging her suitcase.

MARIAH
LIAR!

CHRIS
You're supposed to bein China
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MARIAH
AmI? AmI? AmI supposed to bein China, sipping M aTas and shaking hands with
the new goba economy? “Ni How Shen Du!”

CHRIS
Areyou having astroke?

MARIAH
It’s M andarin. It means “ pleased to meet you” Or “my gdlery won't fucking SPIT on
mein Chicago so they sent me here because they aretoo cheagp to pay for my ticket to
hell” AND because my gallerist Rueben M adecott Levy istheworld’s biggest Liar.

Hell, by theway, isa4 by 6 foot exhibition spacein the industrid waste center by the
river yx, whereyou are expected to do al your own instalation and the gallery
attendants ask “why so ugy” and you can’t tell if they are askingabout you or your
work.

Thank you for not pickingmeup a theairport, by theway. | cdled five million times.

CHRIS
I’m on atechnology bresk.

MARIAH
| hopethat doesn’t mean you ignored my remindersto pick up my dry cleaning. And
water my plants.

CHRIS
They areyour plants. | was planning on reviving them over the next four months.

MARIAH
You live heretoo.

CHRIS
| do and | was promised a6 month reprieve from the pleasure of y our company. Did
you sell anything.

MARIAH
No. Nooneis moredisgppointed than | am.

CHRIS
What does Levy say?
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MARIAH
My gdllerist did not seefit to return my cdls. | left afew messages.

CHRIS
He ll just get arestrainingorder. Agan.

MARIAH
Terrorist threats are goingto be the least of his concerns when | get my hands on that lily
livered, forked tongued, asshole aesthete.

Mariah helps her sdf to wine and snacks.

Yummy. I’'mgoingto bed. I’vegot abigday tomorrow and anatomicaly impossible acts
to execute.

CHRIS
You can't go to bed here.

MARIAH
Why not?

CHRIS

Becauseyou.. You... You've been wronged. You should find Levy, now. Confront him.

MARIAH
It's First Friday in WickerPark. He's out swilling Chardonnay and seeking secrificid
lambs.

CHRIS
You can catch him while his defenses, and possibly his pants, are down.

MARIAH
| just got off a17 hour flight which required a cocktail of sleepingaids and actual
cocktails. I’m done.

CHRIS
That’s what he thinks. Sending you to Chinarather than puttingup ashow in River
North. Remember how he promised you the Bienniae, then said he forgot it was the
wrongyear.



17.

How hewas goingto get you that show at the Drawing Center, but-- well, redly that was
on you because you should know they don’'t show paintings a the Drawing Center, but
still/

MARIAH
What's goingon? You're al outraged about this.

CHRIS
Of coursel am. You'rebeingtaken advantage of by that... that...

An oven timer goes off.

MARIAH
Demon spawn.

CHRIS
For Christ’s Ske

Chris exits to get dinner out of the oven.

MARIAH
And this upsets you?

CHRIS
(off) Of courseit does.

MARIAH

You aren’'t enjoying the slightest bit of schadenfreude? You oncetold meyou hoped
Levy and | ended up on adeserted island together, but you hoped it would be far enough
away that you couldn’t hear my screams while he gnawed off my face.

Chrisreturns.

CHRIS
That doesn’t sound like me.

MARIAH
It was a the height of the divorce.

CHRIS

Things were different. Things were* fraught”.



MARIAH
You're beingweird.

CHRIS
I’m alowed to want the best for you.

MARIAH

Something's up. | know you. Out withiit.

18.

She finishes the glass of wine, indicates she'd
likearefill. Heisn't happy about it, pours her
another glass. She notices that heis wearing
her wedding ring. Spit take..

While heis on thefloor with a dishcloth, Mariah
realized her ex-husband has made a romantic
dinner. And sheis drinking wine. She puts the
glass down, as if it might contain a kind of
poison. Shelooks around theroom. Shefinds
the wedding portrait. Oh yeah, she' s freaked
out.

Chris gets up.

CHRIS

On second thought. M aybe bed is the best placefor you. Areyou jet-lagged? You
should take something-- probably alot of something-- to help you adjust, relax. If you
don’t have something, | have some stuff that works.

No. No thank you.

MARIAH

CHRIS

Comeon. Here. Takeone. Or two. Takeabunch.

| know what’s going on.

Shit.

MARIAH

CHRIS
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MARIAH
And | get that it can’'t dways be easy for you livingin such close proximity to me.

CHRIS
Great. Soyou'll go to bed.

MARIAH
Chris, you can’t just gve me a handful of E and think everythingis goingto turn out like
1995. Didyou stop seeingDr. Krasner?

CHRIS
Who do you think prescribed those?

MARIAH
Dr. Krasner prescribes ecstasy ? How often? How much?

CHRIS
You are making zero senseright now.

MARIAH
| am not having sex with you.

CHRIS

I’m going back to my initial diagnosis. You are havingastroke. Stick out your tongue. |
want to seeif it lolls to one side.

MARIAH
(through clenched teeth)
My tonguestaysin my mouth. And so doesyours.

Chrisreaches for Mariah. Mariah pulls away.

They dance around a bit.
We. Are. Divorced.
CHRIS
Yeeh. S0?
MARIAH

So why areyou wearing our wedding ring?

Chris instantly covers his hand.
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CHRIS
| wanted to seeif it still fit.

MARIAH
And?

CHRIS

It doesn’t. It’s now three sizes too smdl- likeyour heart. | can’t get it off.

MARIAH
Why is my wedding portrait out?

CHRIS
I’m working out some stuff in therapy.

MARIAH
Istha why you are making aromantic dinner and tryingto roofie me?

CHRIS
I’m not tryingto roofieyou. Wdl, | amtryingto roofieyou, but not for the reason you
think. 1 met someone. She's comingover. You can't be here.

MARIAH
| live here.

CHRIS
| haven't redly gotten around to that “Living’ “Here’ part yet. | redly likeher. I1t's our
one monthiversary .

MARIAH
Oh vomit.

CHRIS
| don’'t want to wreck it. Believeit or not, most women get kind of suspicious when you
tell themyou arestill livingwith your ex.

MARIAH
| date guys who still live with their exes dl thetime. 1t’sno bigded. Sometimes they
springfor hotels and if that doesn’t work you can have sexin their car. You know, | used
to redly look down on people who drove an SUV in the city, but you go on enough of
these dates and an Explorer starts to make sense.
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CHRIS
Mariah, I'm, like, athousand percent surethose guys are actualy married. Or vaets.
You can't be here, you'll scare her off.

MARIAH
I’ll benice.

CHRIS
You don't know how.

MARIAH
You won't even know I'm here.

CHRIS

You snore. You forget to close the bathroom door.

MARIAH
Thenyou go out. Cdl her and tel her you burnt the casserole or whatever and you're
taking her out for dinner.

CHRIS
No.

MARIAH
You could rent acar.

CHRIS

Sheis probably dready on her way, so | can't call her because she doesn’t have acdl
phone.

MARIAH
What is she somekind of.. Christian Scientist?

CHRIS
Pretty sure Christian Scientists use cdll phones.

MARIAH
M ormon?

CHRIS
Redly bigcdl phone users.
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MARIAH
What am | thinking of?

CHRIS
Amish.

MARIAH
Aaaahmish. What is she Amish?

CHRIS
No.

MARIAH
She sounds weird.

CHRIS

Sheisn't. Maybealittle. Weird in away that’s good. She's good weird, in away that
makes me amost happy. So she's chosen alifethat’s alittle more/

MARIAH
Crazy.

CHRIS
Cloistered.

MARIAH
How old is she?

CHRIS

Ageappropriate. The plants aremostly diveand | did pick up your dry cleaning.

MARIAH
Fine. Havefun with your 40 year old virgn. I'll go hunt down Bedlzebub.

CHRIS
She's actudly very promiscuous.

MARIAH
You have until 3am. to enjoy the ramspringy.

M ariah exits.
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CHRIS
Rumspringa

SCENES

Midnight. Maria sneaks into her apartment
badly. Clothes are scattered about. Chris
catches her.

CHRIS
Why isit, when you snuck out in the middle of the night when we were married, | never
heard you, but now you’reahbull in achinashop.

MARIAH
| had aweird night. Somethingis going down a the gallery.

CHRIS
Shh!

They haveto get closer. Mariah finds an
under gar ment.

MARIAH
Looks like somebody went down here.

CHRIS
TheMisery has been cdlingheredl night. Did you assault him? Will the police be
comingfor you? Again.

MARIAH
You taked to Levy, what did he say ?

CHRIS
| silenced my phone.

MARIAH
| think that miserable fuck is goingto drop me. After dl theseyears. After everything
I’ve donefor him.
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CHRIS
Hewouldn’t. You’'ve been his client from the begnning.

MARIAH
No one knows where he begns. The portrait in his atic was painted with blood and a
thigh bone. How many of our friends has that man has swindled and screwed over?

CHRIS
Considering his screwingwas amain factor in the great swindle that was our divorce, I'm
guessing dl of them.

MARIAH
You'resuch ababy. Everybody sleeps with their dedler a onetime or another.

CHRIS
Drugdealer maybe. Art deder?

MARIAH
Same difference. (new realization) I’m gonnahaveto get anew deder. Do you know
what that’s goingto belikea my age? I'm goingto haveto take gppointments and
viewings and studio visits. I’'m gonnahaveto serve herba tea and debase my seif.

CHRIS
That shouldn’'t betoo hard.

MARIAH
You don’t know how low I’'ve had to go to get here.

CHRIS
| know you haveto go--

MARIAH
He' s gonnapush meout. I'm gonnahaveto go back to murds. WE Il never be ableto
afford our own spaces now. W€ Il haveto sdll this place and move into some studio--
together.

CHRIS
Stop taking crazy .
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MARIAH
Thisiswhy hesent meto China Hethought I'd be hdfway around the world when he
threw mein the dumpster.

CHRIS
What happened a the gdlery ?

MARIAH
Noonewasthere. My work was piled in the corner and the last series was lined up
against thewall.

CHRIS
M ay be he' s hanging them.

MARIAH
Or executingthem. Hehatesthat series. Not asingeonesold. He was probably out
buying matches.

CHRIS
He doesn’t need matches. Fire does his bidding, remember.

MARIAH
Cadl him back.

CHRIS
I’m busy.

MARIAH
Tdl her to leave.

CHRIS

You need to leavefirst.
Thereis a crash off-stage.

CHRIS
She cannot seeyou here. (to Lisa) You okay?

MARIAH
It’s not like she hasn’'t seen my picture.

Mariah thrusts the wedding picture at Chris.



26.

LISA (O.S)
I’m okay.

CHRIS
| will move out if you leave right now.

MARIAH
Can | get that in writing?

Chris and Mariah look for pen/paper. Chrisis
still holding picture.

LISA
Areyou okay ?

Mariah and Chris give up. Mariah hides.
| saw you weren't in bed. Andyouweren’t inyour bathroom. So | rifled through your
medicine cabinet.

CHRIS
Oh.

LISA
You’'re holdingon to alot of things that are past the expiration date and may be the other
night wasn't afluke after al?

CHRIS
Heh

LISA
| heard y ou talkingto someone.

CHRIS

Lisa, | fed likethere' s something | should tel you.

LISA
| think | understand. It’s perfectly naturd.

She takes the portrait from behind his back.
You weretakingto her.
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CHRIS
Actudly (hecan't bring himsdf to do it) | was.

LISA
Shewas lovely.

CHRIS
Once.

Mariah’s head pops up from where she's

hiding.
LISA
| think it’s hedlthy that you talk to her.
CHRIS
I”’m not so sure.
LISA

But it might mean you aren’t ready to move on.

CHRIS
Nono. Nonononono. That's not it.

LISA
Do you want to tak about her.

CHRIS
| don't think that’s agood idea.

LISA

You loved her. She'sapart of you. She'swithyou al thetime. She's here now.

CHRIS
That’s more true than you know.

LISA
When you tak about her, it’s easy to hear how much you loved her

CHRIS
Isit?
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LISA
When you told me about thetimeyou two instaled the dead pigeons in that one piece, |
could hear it in your voice.

CHRIS
| think wewerejust redly, redly young

LISA
Her death was atragedy .

Mariah makes a noise. Christriesto cover.
It's okay tocry. It must beterribleto lose someone so suddenly and so violently.

Mariah stands up, threateningly moves toward
Chris. Chris pretends to sob, holding lisa both
as a shidld and so she can’t see Mariah.

CHRIS
| don't think we should tak about it. Or her.

LISA
Why not?

CHRIS
I’m afraid... of thefedings it might stir up.

LISA
That’s understandable.

CHRIS
Would it be dright with you if we caled it anight?

Mariah hides in the doorway to the kitchen.

LISA
Yep.

CHRIS
| don’t want to kick you out.
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LISA
It"s okay. Your bed isdl sweaty and gross now anyway. Besides, | havethefedingif |
stay we' regoingto get into along, deep conversation about our fedings and I’ ve got afull
appointment list and yogain the morning.

She begins the hunt for her clothing. Mariah
holds some of it out for her at one point. Chris
triesto get it from Mariah, it snaps back on him.

CHRIS
You'resurethisis okay.

LISA
| wouldn’t lie, remember.

CHRIS

I’m havingaredly, redly good timewith you. Not right a this moment, but in generd.

LISA
M etoo.

Shekisses him
| can’'t tell you what arelief it is to find aman who has nothingto hide.

Mariah pops her head out.

CHRIS
| made you something. Here, beforeyou go. In casel don’t seeyou agan.

LISA
Agan.

CHRIS
Again, tomorrow.

He gets out a hand drawn map.
| drew you amap of al the places we ve been together and places we could go together,
so you wouldn’t haveto carry so much baggage. Inyour purse. | ranked dl the
restaurants and theaters and clubs and parks between our gpartments. There's abox that
explains dl the symbols.
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LISA
You drew meamap. A map with akey.

CHRIS
Can | seeyou tomorrow?

LISA
Yes. Maybe. It dependsonif | get my period.

CHRIS
'l cdl.

LISA
I’ll answer.

Lisa exits.

MARIAH
You'redead mest.

CHRIS

Technicdly, you' rethe onewho is dead.

MARIAH
Youtold her | DIED?

CHRIS
Not exactly. It was more of areferrd. She'sagief counsdor. Wewerea aparty. One
of her friends told her | was awidower.

MARIAH
And how did her friend get that idea?

CHRIS
| may have misled some prospective dates about my maritd history.

MARIAH
Wadl, Mr. Rochester, you’' ve got tonight to get your story straightened out for your litle
governess, becausethis crazy lady is not gettinglocked in the attic and come tomorrow
morning, | will rise again.

Mariah exits.
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SCENE 6

CHRIS
Rube Goldberg can suck my dick.
You ever see TheWay Things Go?
It's afilm. Thesetwo Swiss guy s build a Rube Goldberg machine the size of agant
warehouse. Thewater tips over so thetire runs downhill and sets off the rocket that
lights the match. You make one decision, it makes another for you.

| made one decision. | went to thedry cleaner to pick up my ex-wifée's clothes.

| got thereand the gdl tells me, "Not our ticket."

| check the address. Right address.

Shesays, "Old name." | gve her dl the different names my ex-wife's dry cleaning could
possibly beunder. Her name. My name. The hyphenate. Theill-advised combo. "Old
Store" shesays, "Not us." And | redize, even the Dry Cleaners has moved on.

And tha M ariah gave me the wrongticket. Which is just like her to screw up adetail she
can't be bothered with, nevermind me wastingmy time. How can one person be so
impervious to thelives of others? How does she do it? She's covered in Teflon, dipped in
neoprene and shellacked and poured into plexigass like a goddamned Damien Hirst.

And as | trek back to the gpartment, it starts rainingand the wind picks up and | get
scared by aflock of pigeons and I'm rehearsing this story for therapy, like I'm rehearsing
this story right now, when | say thethingyou say, but you don't mean.

| could kill her.

| say it under my breath. Just another crazy Chicagoan caught in the shitstorm talkingto
himself. But oncel'vesad it out loud it feds different. It feels possible.

| could kill her.
Becauseif sheweredead. | wouldn't be this guy standingout in the cold.

| wouldn't be a43 year old designer still paying off his art degree, livingwith his ex-wife,
masturbating in the shower in quiet desperation.

If | wereawidower, I'd bedifferent. 1'd beless angry. 1'd be more noble. 1'd bethe hero.
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SCENE 7

The next morning. Mariah comes out, brushing
her teeth.

MARIAH
o, let meseeif | understand, killing me, makes you the hero.

CHRIS
If not the hero, at least the romantic lead.

MARIAH
No. Killing me makes you Blackbeard or Claus Von Bulow. Killingme makes you Phil
Spector.

CHRIS
Your death was an accident. With you dead | am pitiable, but not pathetic. | anaguy in
his forties who is capable of aloving successful relationship that ended through no fault
of hisown.

MARIAH
You're demented.

CHRIS
With you dead, I'm deep. I’'m David Dukovny without the sex addiction. I’'mthat guy
on Sxinthe City. | an Admird Von Trgpp. | am goddamn Tom “He gets the grl, the
quy and the Oscar despite average tdent and weird looks” Hanks. That’swho | am.

MARIAH
| think watching Lifetime movies, musicds and Sex in the City reruns might provide some
insight as to why you’'vestruck out with the ladies thus far.

CHRIS
| havetold you before, I'm not gay .

MARIAH
Your dvr says otherwise.
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CHRIS
Sexudity isaspectrum. You want meto be gay for the same reason | want you dead. So
theré sno oneto blame. Faceit, we are not every other divorced couplethat met in art
school.

MARIAH
We could be. If you'd just come out.

CHRIS
I’m not coming out.

MARIAH

And|'mnot dead. Yet. How did | die? Cancer? Heart attack? One armed man?
Did | suffer?

CHRIS

No. It was/
Furious pounding on the door.

Sudden.

LEVY (O.S)
Christopher, let mein?

CHRIS
Levy

MARIAH
M otherfucker.

CHRIS
Should | let himin?

MARIAH

Oh, I'll let himin, dright.

Mariah opens the door. It flies open knocking
her behind it. LEVY flings himsdf at Chris and
clings to him.

LEVY
Forgve me.
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CHRIS
No.

LEVY
You can't know how distraught I’ve been. Thisis anightmare.

CHRIS
| agree.

LEVY
| didn't believeit a first. 1 wouldn’t. | couldn’t. | thought it wasjust an art world
rumor, but it wasn't about sex or money so | ignored it. When the gallery assistant | hire
to ensurethat | never haveto speak to alivingartist and/or poor person told me what
had happened, | thought shewas lying. | thought it was aploy to get around caler i.d.
When | think, | was the reason she was there to begin with.

CHRIS
And thereason sheisn’'t there now!

LEVY
| thought it was just M ariah being beautiful, feisty, unreasonable, crazy insane good old
hystericad M ariah. | thought it was her period. (Mariah is outraged). | thought it was
menopause (Mariah picks up a weapon.) | thought it was the language barrier. | cdled
Chinaand, you haveto believe me, when they said “ Shelost her head” | had no ideathey
were beinglitera. You must bein shock. Wedl must bein shock.

CHRIS
Yes.

LEVY
Every timeyou turn around you must bein agony.

As Christriesto get Levy to turn to avoid seeing
Mariah who is threatening to hit him over the
head with something.

It isn't healthy, you living here, surrounded by her, her essence. Her life swork. Her art.

CHRIS
Um, wdll, I’ve been livingwith it.



35.

LEVY
Let’s not dwell on the past. 1t’stoo painful. Too full of misunderstandings.

CHRIS
Likethat time | misunderstood what the tow of you were doingin the hot tub at
ArtMiami.

LEVY
That was M ariah? Ecstasy is so the aughts. Leave memory in the pharmaceutica haze
whereit belongs. Or joinit. That’sright. | have something. Severd things here, if you
need them.

CHRIS
No thanks.

LEVY
God shewas good. | mean, that too, but mostly her work.

CHRIS
That’s weird. It sounded like you meant that.

LEVY
| did.

Mariah settles down in the corner and just
watches.

CHRIS
You might get the chance to see more of her work.

LEVY
There' s more?
Not that’s its commercidly viable, it isn't. Shewasn’t. Too clever. Not intdlectua
enough. Too romantic. Not enough heart. Amateurish but Professiond--in the worst
way. | told her time and time again she' d never make the 15%. Also, you redize, she
was awoman.

CHRIS
M ostly.
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LEVY
But I’'mapurist, you know. 1I'd liketo keep some pieces. Asamemento. You hever
know, | might be ableto pawn off afew of her more middlingworks onto unsuspecting
couples from M ichigan.

CHRIS
You should go.

LEVY
Let memakeyou an offer. Of assistance. | want to help. Thefunerary costs are bound
to beastounding. Getting her body back from Chinaaonewill cost afortune. Andthat’s
if they send it in onepiece. Imagneif they ship it in two.

Let me do somethingfor you. You vebeen tryingto havethis placeto yoursef for ages.
The shipping-- though there d be no oneto ship it to, correct? No family, no siblings, no
pesky second cousins. NoO survivors?

CHRIS
No one survived M ariah.

LEVY
I’ll wrap up al these pesky details and paintings. It’stheleast | can do.

CHRIS
| don’t want your money, Levy.

LEVY
I’ve been in the art world my entirelife and I’ ve never heard that colloquidism before.
What does it mean?

CHRIS
It means go.

LEVY
Let medispose of M ariah’swork. | fed responsiblefor her demise.

CHRIS
Areyou talking about her career or the accident?

LEVY
Both.
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CHRIS
Perhgpsif you arevery, very good and very, very penitent, you'll get the chanceto make
it up to her.

LEVY
| don't beievein heaven.

CHRIS
| don’t seethat beingaproblem for you.

Levy hands him his card.
LEVY
Thisismy direct line. Cdl me.
LEVY exits.
MARIAH
His direct line? Heis distraught.
CHRIS

Hethinks you’ve been de-. (stops himsdlf) In an accident.

MARIAH
Don't think | didn’t catch my method of death. Say it.

CHRIS
Decapitated.

MARIAH
Yeah, that marriage counselor totaly had you pegged. You've got alot of pent up rage.

CHRIS
No | don’t. You just think that because you run around with your rage dl un-pent dl the
time.

MARIAH
You took my head off.

CHRIS
It was adetal. It madeit more..
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MARIAH
M isogy nistic.

CHRIS
Believable?

MARIAH
Faceit, you'rethe Red Queen.

CHRIS
| didn’t want to seeyou suffer.

MARIAH

Too bad you never said that to your attorney.

CHRIS
Would you have gven up this place?

MARIAH
It’s where | make my work. | understand thelight here. You gave up on art. Right
beforeyou gave up on me,

CHRIS
| quit when | ran out of room.

MARIAH
| need go to the gdllery and ded with Levy.

CHRIS
The more things change, the more they stay thesame. The minuteyou start to lose an
argument you leave. For Levy no less.

MARIAH
I’'m DEAD, Chris. I’ve been hoveringaround my mid-career mortdity for years and
now, thanks to you, it has actualy happened.

CHRIS
You could have cleared it up here.



39.

MARIAH
| was goingto, but then for aminutethereit looked like Levy might actualy be suffering
and | just didn’t want it to end. | need to catch him before my work is thrown in the back
of atruck and hungin aHoward Johnson.

CHRIS
At least it would be sold.

MARIAH
Do you want meto stay or do you want meto go?

CHRIS
| want you not to screw things up. What if Lisawereto seeyou on the street?

MARIAH
€l redizeyou aren’t the man she thought you were. 1t’s bound to happen sooner or
later. Then shée'll haveto decide whether or not she's willing to accept the man you are.
You just saved yoursef seven years of marriage.

You should havetold her everythinglast night.

CHRIS
| couldn’t face her disgppointment. M aybeit will be easier in the daylight.

MARIAH
It won't be. Thelight here never makes anything essier.

SCENE 8

That afternoon, CHRISis boxing up the photos
of Mariah and trying to tdll Lisa the truth.

CHRIS
| gppreciate y ou coming over herewhen | caled.

LISA
| likeseeingyou and | adso wanted to get out of goingto thegym. Areyou sureyou’'re
ready to moveon? | don’t want you to fed pressured. But I still want you to do it.

CHRIS
| need to tell you something.
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LISA
No one has ever used those words as a preface to something amazing. You don’'t need to
tell me.

CHRIS
| do.

LISA
AmI onfire?

CHRIS
No.

LISA
Do you have crabs.

CHRIS
No. Doyou?

LISA
Not any more.

CHRIS
Lisa

LISA

Just, just breathein and out. All day. It gets better.

Hefalls for this. Ridiculous. They kiss a deep
passionate r eenactment of some kind of movie
kiss. Mariah crashesin. Lisa screams. Chris
screams Mariah doesn’t seemto notice. She's
in shock.

CHRIS
Lisa, I'msorry. 1'm so so so so sorry that thisis how you had to find out about this. |
can explan.

LISA
I’m sorry.
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MARIAH
No, I'm sorry.

CHRIS
You'resorry?

LISA

| wasn’'t expecting someone to comein.

CHRIS
| wasn’t expecting someone likeyou to come aong.

MARIAH finds some booze and a glass. She
unscrews the top and gestur es with the empty
glassin her hand. Every time she starts to pour
the drink she gets distracted and just drinks out
of the bottle.

MARIAH
| never thought. Never. Never never. M aybeonceor twice. | didn't expect. Not redly.
Okay, | thought about it. Who doesn’t think about it. | mean, come on.

LISA
She' s in shock.

CHRIS
| know what | should do right now is explain.

MARIAH
| don’t understand anything.

CHRIS
If only there were someplace eseto begn.

LISA
| understand.

Mariah looks at her own work . Then at her
picture.
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MARIAH
Who am 1? Who is she?

LISA
Hello. I'm Chris’'s new grlfriend. | knew who you werethe moment | saw you.

MARIAH
M e?

CHRIS
You. You sad grlfriend.

LISA

| know. There'sno good word. Lover- ick. Partner-- cinica. Companion-- hello it
makes you sound like a Golden Retriever.

Lisa wrests the bottle from Mariah, wipes it on
her own shirt and pours somein the glass, gives
the glass to Chris, takes a swig from the bottle,
passes it back to Mariah.

CHRIS
You know who sheis and you still sad grifriend.

LISA
Of course. | recognized her from the Wedding Photos. And even if | hadn’t it would be
hard not to see the resemblance. You look so young. What do you use?

MARIAH
| try to moisturize.

LISA
It"sworking. Chris, introduce us.

MARIAH
You know, she' sredly very nice.

CHRIS

| know. She'smy grlfriend.
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LISA
And you must be M ariah’s mother.

Mariah freaks out, the way you do when your ex-
husband'’ s girIfriend mistakes you for your own

mother .

CHRIS
M ariah’s mother is deceased.

LISA
I’mso sorry. What atragedy.

MARIAH
There' s gonnabe atragedy dright.

CHRIS
Thisis al asimple misunderstanding.

LISA

| fed awful. It must have been terriblefor you, losingyour sister and y our niece.

MARIAH
Worse things happen.

LISA
I’m sureit’s ashock seeing me here with Chris and not your niece.

MARIAH
I’m getting over it. But | could use somethingto cam my nerves. Perhaps you could go
down to the corner and get me atealatte.

LISA
Oh, of course.

MARIAH
Herba tea. Soy milk- heated to 128 degrees. Two teaspoons raw honey. My doctor
saysit’s good for my arthritis. Hurry back.

Lisa exits.
To behonest, | didn’t think 1'd like her.
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CHRIS
She's great isn't she?

MARIAH
I’m gonnakill that bitch.

CHRIS

When you look at mewith dl that hatein your eyes, you redly do look just likeyour
mother. Saveyour strength. 1I’'m sure Lisawill be gone oncel tel her thetruth. It’s gone
ontoolongasit is.

MARIAH
Or perhaps it hasn’t gone on long enough. If you tell her now, she'll never forgveyou.
But if you wait until the right moment...

CHRIS
When exactly is the right moment to tell someoney our beloved decepitated wifeis dive
and wdl and livingin your gpartment?

MARIAH
During sex.

CHRIS
| think that’s bad advice.

MARIAH

Your problem has alway s been over-romanticizing things.

CHRIS
That was not our problem.

MARIAH
| told you al kinds of stuff while we were having sex and you alway s forgave me.

CHRIS
What are you taking about?

MARIAH
See, you don’t even remember.
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CHRIS
She's alot smarter than | am. She's goingto figureit out.

MARIAH
Areyou kidding me? She' sover twenty-fiveand fdlingin love. That woman is amoron.
You could have a collection of clown paintings and an assortment of human hair in the
freezer and she' d think it was fascinating.

CHRIS
You know there actudly is an assortment of human hair in the freezer.

MARIAH
I’m still thinking about usingit in something.

CHRIS
Back tome. Do you redly think sheisfalingin love with me.

MARIAH
Ugh, her pupils are dl dilated and her voiceis dl (mimics her). Both of you arelike (she
imitates Lisa looking into Chris's eyes.) Don’'t you remember what it was like?

CHRIS
No.

MARIAH
Thenyou'll haveto trust me.

CHRIS

I’ ve made that mistake before and it cost me 14 years.

Chris moves to the door .

MARIAH
You can't.

CHRIS
| haveto.

MARIAH

Youdon't getit. I'mdead. | went tothegdlery.

CHRIS
(sighs) Levy got another injunction didn’t he?
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MARIAH
Hewasn't there. Just some Christi€' s wannabe succubus behind the desk replete with
tattooed arm band and five hundred dollar shoes. She must be new, because when |
inquired about the price of the painting on thewal, shetold me.

CHRIS
Do | even want to know?

MARIAH
Threetimes morethan | ever made, then add azero.

CHRIS
Let meguess. M FA fresh out of Yaeor RISD. Conceptud, shit technique, hot button
issue.

MARIAH
Not one of them.

CHRIS
Thenit’s an accent. Anythingbut American.

MARIAH
Wrong again. The pantingwas mine.

CHRIS
Wait. What?

MARIAH
Levy wasn't dumpingthem. Hewas hangingthem.

CHRIS
Which painting?

MARIAH
Year 13.

CHRIS

That’s agood painting of aterribleyear. Wdll, if he thinks he can sdll it for that.

MARIAH
Hedid. Somebody bought it. That was the sae price.
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CHRIS
Congratulations, M ariah. That’s great! You’'ve been tryingto sell something for ages.

MARIAH
Congratulations??? Congratulations?

CHRIS
You'veraised your price. You dways thought Levy was undersellingyou and now/

MARIAH
And now?

CHRIS
You should celebrate?

MARIAH
They are the same paintings.

CHRIS
QUre.

MARIAH

Same fucking paintings | starved my way through grad school for. Same fucking paintings
| whored my way through mixed mediawith 8 year olds on Saturday afternoons at
Gymboree. Samefuckingpaintings | couldn’t TRADE for abus ticket to LA.

And dl theseyears, that assholeistellingme, | can't sell you because, “ You need to pay
your dues.” “You'renot contemporary anymore’ “You haveavagna.”

And now, NOW hetriples the price and they hop off thewalls.

Explain that to me. Explain the onethingthat he thinks has changed.

CHRIS
Your work is more mature.

MARIAH
Not it.

CHRIS

There samarket?



48.

MARIAH
Don't you usethat word with me. M arkets arejust away for assholesto play make
believe. WHAT ISDIFFERENT ABOUT ME?

CHRIS
You're homicida.

MARIAH
| sad different. You'reon track. Therewas ahomicide.

CHRIS
Oh my god hethinks you’ re dead.

MARIAH
And so | an. Heavenis sdling.

CHRIS
But you're not dead.

MARIAH
| am dead.

CHRIS
No you’renot.

MARIAH
Yes| am.

CHRIS
No you’renot.

MARIAH
I’ m dead.

CHRIS
It'salie.

MARIAH

Anincredibly lucrative one.
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CHRIS
It’s fraud.

MARIAH
It’s the contemporary art market.

CHRIS

You can't stay dead. You can't keep this going.

MARIAH
| can and | will.

CHRIS
Lisasaw you.

MARIAH
| ammy own aunt.

CHRIS

You could leave. WE Il pretend it was amix up. Go back to China. You know nothing.

MARIAH
Beljing can suck my sable brushes. I'm not going back. I'vearived, Chris. I've
ARRIVED.

CHRIS
Congratulations, now come out of the cave and let them crucify you.

MARIAH
No.

CHRIS
| won't liefor you.

MARIAH

Hey, toasty pants on fire, who lied about meto begn with? You dways haveto make
methebad quy. Likeit’s methat’s the problem. Likeit’s methat bresks shit.

CHRIS
You did bresk our vows. And my will to live. But | have that back now, with Lisa. And
I’m not gvingit up. | need to comeclean. If | haveto, | will out you as aliving artist.
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MARIAH
Not until | get what | want.

CHRIS
What do you want?

MARIAH

| want aretrospective.

A solo retrospective a the gdlery. Every “unimportant” piece he undersold, back on the
wall. | want museums making offers. And | want every singe collector, curator and
dedler who ever dismissed me or downgraded my work to pay. Through the nose.

CHRIS
Oh. Isthat dl?

MARIAH
And areview from Roberta Smith.

CHRIS
Your degth has gone to your head.

MARIAH

| don’'t even have ahead anymore. Somebody torethe roof off this M othasucka.

CHRIS
Roberta Smith doesn’t review shows in Chicago.

MARIAH
e |l review mine. It’s gonnabein Artnews and Art Forum.

CHRIS
Try Psychology Today. Levy can't get Roberta. If hewerethekind of deder that could
oet the Times to review ashow, hewould’ ve dropped you years ago.

MARIAH
Hecandoit. Hejust hasn't been properly motivated.

CHRIS
He gets one gimpse of you and thejigis up. His gdlerista probably dready told him
you'redive. You can bet you'll wind up owing him on theworks that you sold.
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MARIAH
She couldn’t recognize me. | wore adisguise.

Mariah wraps a scarf around her face.
| was very subtle.

CHRIS
| don’'t believey ou.

MARIAH
You don't haveto. You haveto help me. We're goingto make an instdlation.

CHRIS
Wedon't work together well, you and I.

MARIAH
Not true, we worked together beautifully. It was just everything ese.

CHRIS
Divorce. Agony. Acrimony.

MARIAH
But no dimony.

CHRIS

When you begn and end with nothing.

MARIAH
You cdl it even. Until now. Now you oweme. You startedit. I'll finishit. And when |
finishit, we Il have money enough for two places. Two studios. Two totaly and
completely separatelives. Isn’t that what you want? Isn’t that how this wholething
started? 1I’'m gvingyou ado over.

CHRIS
Istha apromiseor athreat?

MARIAH
| am offering an opportunity .

CHRIS

You sound like Levy.



52.

MARIAH
Good. Becausefor thiswork of art, I’m gonnaneed to squirm my way into that
desiccated cavity he cdls ahead.

CHRIS
Will thisinvolve body parts?

MARIAH
Possibly.

CHRIS
Dead animals?

MARIAH
Probably .

CHRIS
| don't like wherethisis going.

MARIAH

I’m goingto get somerest. Tel your grlfriend my aunt has had along day .

CHRIS
Tdl methetitlefirst.

MARIAH
Thetitle gves it away.Think Hierony mous Bosch, Sdvador Dadli. Think Blake. Think
Goya

CHRIS
I’'m afraid to ask.

MARIAH
Reuben M adecott Levy Gets A Sgnificant Buy er Preview... of Hell.
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ACT 2
SCENE 1

Out of time. Spotlight.
LISA

Other worlds exist. It'strue. They explained it on Cosmos-the series Not to be
confused with Cosmo the magazine. That is amagazine of lies. On Cosmos the series
they say thereis aM ultiverse and it is made up of thousands of billions of millions of
other worlds and looks alot like a Hostess sponge cake. Which makes Twinkies eternd.

It's easy to be skepticd. But onceyou gveup theinternet, you understand the theory
better, because everyone eseis living in adifferent world than you are. They know
about things that sound like things y ou know about. Clouds, mines, crafts, farming,
streams, trolls. There are concepts completely foreign and darming Yelp. And alot of
it sounds vaguely gynecologca. UTube.

Thereareworlds within worlds. Levels. Circles. Layers. Thepaths are not
straightforward.

It's easy to get distracted by what's goingon in dl these other worlds. Clearly it is
something big. Somethingworthy of stars and millions and millions of views. And the
inside worlds that we used to have to imagne, we can peek into. See someoneyou like.
You don't haveto imagne. You don't haveto ask. Seethat guy? | know his favorite kind
of ice cream and probably that he drinks too much. We haven't met. M aybethat one?
Or maybethat one. Or maybe...

| needed to look up. | wanted to seered stars.
You only get theoneworld. It'stheoneyou'rein.

Until you die, then who knows?
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ACT 2: SCENE 2

MARIAH and CHRIS have created Hdl in ther
apartment. Itisan incredibly

scar y/fun/ridiculous/appalling/sdf-serious hodge-
podge created from a yard sale of MFA shows
gone bad.

MARIAH
What are we going to do about the blood?

CHRIS
It’s too thick.

MARIAH
| know. Nail polish remover?

CHRIS

Too harsh. M aybe an astringent?

CHRISpours avial into themix. Heis holding
a soup pot of blood. He uses a wooden spoon to
seeif it drips convincingly.

Giveit aminute. | likewhat you did with the scrim.

MARIAH
| think it’ll redlly add to experience. Thefogis better.

CHRIS
Dry iceistoo difficult to control.

MARIAH
| forgot what aperfectionist you are.

CHRIS
| likeit when things work well.

MARIAH

You likeit when you control things.
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CHRIS
Not dways. | can gppreciate unpredictable outcomes.

MARIAH
Name one.

CHRIS
This. (He gestures to the installation.) Genuine M ariah. It’s awful.

MARIAH
That’s the point.

CHRIS
It’ s ridiculous, offensive and sdlf-indulgent. But | likeit.

MARIAH
Doyouthink it’ [l work?

CHRIS
You'retakingarisk.

MARIAH

You'reright. It probably won't work.

CHRIS
That isn’'t what | said. 1t’s good when you take risks with your work. 1t’s your best
qudity as an artist. You put yoursdf out there, entrails and al.

MARIAH
Why didn’'t we ever make anythingtogether?

CHRIS
You think thereis amarket for instdlations of hell? No livingroom in Americais
complete without one. Oh wait, everyone has dready madether own. Wedid our part.

MARIAH
It wasn't dl bad.

CHRIS
No. If it weredl bad, it would have been easy. We could have made afortune, like
Thomas Kinkade, painter of light.
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MARIAH
Hewent bankrupt you know. Therewas adivorce.

CHRIS
Yes. Panter’s wife scenario. Lifetime of dedication to someone els€' s career. T hen they
divorce you for someone y ounger in the midst of killingthemselves with booze and pills.

MARIAH
Not dways. Gaasaved Sdvador Ddi. Hesigned his paintings with her name.

CHRIS
| remember the quote. “Asit is mostly with your blood, Gaa, that | paint my pictures.”
Romantic or atota nightmare.

MARIAH
Every career requires ahuman sacrifice. A career in art requirestwo. I’'mapainter.

CHRIS
I’m not apainter’ swife.

MARIAH
Few men are. How fair isthat? We should have mgored in Performance Art and been
collaborative. Thisisthemost fun we ve had together in an eternity.

CHRIS
Dismemberment, torture.... regret. | guess that’s our thing.

MARIAH
Is the blood ready ?

CHRIS
Let’s see.

Chris sticks his fingers in the pot and rubs them
together.

CHRIS
Your blood or mine?

MARIAH
Ours.



57.

Mariah takes his hand and drags the bloody
fingers across her throat. She makes a throat
gargle of death. They laugh.

CHRIS
You kill me.

They kiss. It gets pretty messy. The apartment
buzzer rights. Theyignoreit. They tryto move
to a safer place.

MARIAH
Not on the anima fetuses.

The apartment buzzer is still going off.

CHRIS
Was there an darm on any of this stuff.

They continue trying to make out and trying to
identify the sound.

MARIAH
It sounds likeasiren. A warning. It reminds me of something Likeyouth.

CHRIS
Yeah.

MARIAH
C.d. stores. Smoky bars.

CHRIS
Blockbuster. Oasis.

MARIAH
What isit?

CHRIS

We re being buzzed.
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MARIAH
Who the hell buzzes anymore? Nobody buzzes. They text.

CHRIS
Lisa Shecan't seethis!

MARIAH
Then ignore her.

LISA (0.S)
Chris, areyou in there? Chris!

CHRIS
What if she needs me?

MARIAH

What if she seesyou? You look like an ax murderer.

LISA
Chrisl

CHRIS
She sounds upset. I'vegot to see her.

Chris opens thedoor Lisafliesin. Ittakes her a
moment to takeit all in.

LISA
Havel interrupted something? Like ahorror movie?

CHRIS
Wewerejust. M ariah’s aunt and | were, well, it’s alittle difficult to explain. What's
wrong?

LISA
| ran into my ex.

MARIAH
There' salot of that goingaround.
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LISA
| had seen him lurking around y our building a couple of times and at first | thought it was
just my imagnation. | seethisin my dients dl thetime. Herel findly meet someone
decent and my ex starts appearingin my subconscious. But then | saw him holding a
Jamba Juice and figured it was for red.

MARIAH
This sounds likealongstory, I'll go wash up.

LISA
Don't go. Thewhole scene here has me alittle fresked out and frankly I'd fed safer if
you stay ed.

CHRIS
| can explain.

LISA
| can guess. Areyou an Aztec ritualist reenactor?

CHRIS
No.

LISA
Because | dated one of those once. PETA Protestor?

CHRIS
No.

LISA
| quess that leaves axe murderer. This has been theworst possibleday. First | runinto
Levy and then | find out I’m fdlingin love with Lizzie Borden.

CHRIS
Levy?

MARIAH
Not Rueben M adecott Levy, the gdlerist?

LISA
Hewho must not be named.
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CHRIS
Tdl meyou'relying.

LISA
About Levy or fdlingin love?

CHRIS

| can't believe you kept this from me.

LISA
You'recovered in blood. Mind if you did down the outrage? I’ve bounced from one
psycopath to another. | say theL word and al you want to talk about is my ex.

MARIAH
| fed terriblefor you. What was Levy doing here?

LEVY
Gloating mostly, telling me how he's secured the attention of sometop ten billionaire
arts patron and he' s goingto be fabulously rich forever and won't | be sorry | dumped
him.

CHRIS
| hate him. | hate him morethan | did before. How isthat possible?

LISA
Hecan livein Qatar for dl | care. Sheikha Al-M ayassabin Khdifa Al-thani, my ass.

CHRIS
You kept this from me. | thought you didn’t do that. | thought y ou were honest.

LISA
We agreed it was abad ideato tak about this.

CHRIS
You slept with Levy.

LISA
Not that much. M ostly wejust had sex. Sometimes | took ashower and other times |
put on my old clothes and went home.
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CHRIS
Soit wasjust sex. Fine. Levy slegpswith everyone. Anima Vegetable M inerd. Let’s
faceit, I'veseen Levy fuck afern. That'sdl it was, right? You weren’t in love with my
wife s galerist wereyou?

LISA
You’'re overreacting.

CHRIS
| need to know if you werein love with him or if it was just somekind of weird
masochism, self-punishing thing.

MARIAH
Those aren’'t mutualy exclusive.

CHRIS
Apparently nothingis mutually exclusive with Levy.

LISA
This was over before we even met.

CHRIS
Did you gve up theinternet because of Levy?
Googe maps, facebook, imdb, dl for him?

LISA
Yes.

CHRIS
You werein lovewith him!

LISA
Yes and no.

MARIAH
No and yes.

CHRIS
| can't handlethis.

MARIAH

| want to go back to the thing about Sheikha Al-M ay assa.
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CHRIS
No. None of us get to go back. That's The Way Things Go.

MARIAH
Now we'rein for it.

CHRIS
TheWAY THINGSGO.

MARIAH

It’s an art filmfromthe 80's. He' s obsessed with it.

CHRIS
Becauseit tdlsthetruth. Thered truth. Not the®1 don't lie, but | leave thetruth out on
atechnicdity truth.” The Sr Isaac FuckingNewton truth. An object in motion staysin
motion, unless acted on by an unbaanced force. Thetire knocks over the tower so the
blocks fdl into the water so the water spills over the edgeto set off achain reaction.

Unless it gets stuck. That happens. Then the Swiss guys makingthe film haveto roll
another tireinto the tower. A brief cut, then the film goes on.

| was stuck. | thought you weremy Swiss guy, putting me back on track. But you're
just another unbaanced force.

Chris exits.

LISA
What's going on here?

MARIAH
| don’t think | should betheonetotdl you. For legd reasons.

LISA
That was unfair. Irrationd. Crazy. Everythingl said | wasn’t goingto do again.

MARIAH
| should probably wash my hands if thisis goingto take awhile.

LISA
It"s not like | didn’t know the whole thingwas doomed from the start.
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MARIAH
Doomis strongword. He might have some quasi-kind-of-legtimate reason for that
crazy pants rant hewent off on. It sounds likethis Levy quy is pretty terrible.
You should tel me more about this Sheikhawoman. Like, did Levy actudly seeher in
the gdlery and how did he know it was ArtReview 2013's M ost Powerful Person of the
Year? Remembering exactly what Levy said to you might gveyou someinsight into
Chris's behavior.

LISA
What alunatic I’ve been! Bedievingthings could be different.

MARIAH
Tota crackpots. Both of you. You're meant for each other. So when you ran into

Levy?
Lisa gets out the map.

LISA
Look at this. Chris madethisfor me. And | understandit. It’s likewe re standingin the
same place and time. All the symbols and signs add up. Wherethere' s color. That’s us.
That'slife. Everythingelse. All the gray buildings and streets and surroundings, that’s
just background. Just noise. Just history. Just amosphere.

MARIAH
It’s interesting perspective drawn here. | likethe use of color. Chris madethis, huh.

LISA
| thought this map meant we had more than asnowbal’s chancein hel, but no, heis
clearly still inlove with his dead wife!

MARIAH
| think you’ re mistaken.

LISA
No, I’'mdead on. | think sheis very much alive, in his heart. You should hear him talk
about theway they met, about art school, about how they bought this place and turned it
into this/ love nest

MARIAH
/hell hole?
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LISA
They wereyoungand inlove. They snuck into second acts and got drunk on gallery
wine. They pierced each other, badly.

M ariah puts her hand over her boaob.
Do you remember them, likethat?

MARIAH
| remember therewas alot of suffering a the end.

LISA
| thought the (decapitation motion) was instantaneous.

MARIAH
Ohno. It took years.

LISA
Oh.

MARIAH
Andyears.

LISA
How is that even possible?

MARIAH

She had arare condition. Chris didn’'t liketo admit it. It made her vulnerable.

LISA
To decapitation?

MARIAH
Yes. Toxic exposure weskened her (gestures to her neck). Sometimes it made her hard to
be around.

LISA
| can’'t competewith aghost.

MARIAH
Everyone has to compete with aghost. That’s how loveworks. There are ghosts of the
peoplebeforeyou. And there are ghosts of the peopleyou were.
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You fal in love and every day forward you haveto decideif you are bigger or smaler
than the shadow you cast. Although it is easy to see how you might fed intimidated by
livingup to her. Shewas more atractive.

LISA
Not in photos.

MARIAH
Less photogenic, but alot better lookingin person. And avery, very, very very good
artist.

LISA
| didn’t get her work.

MARIAH
And smarter. And alot more generous than people gve her credit for. When she died,
she was working on anew series, based on Dante€' s Divine Comedy. Haveyou read it?

LISA
| haven't.

MARIAH
And shewas better read. Dante gets alot right. His hell is gray and cold. And londly.
Everybody is stuck in their own little realm and nothing ever changes. Kind of like that
map without the color. And in the ninth circle of hell arethe betrayers, people who used
to love each other, but wound up consuming each other instead. Do you love Chris?

LISA
Yes.

MARIAH
Come back late tonight.

LISA

| still don’t understand what is going on here.

MARIAH
Isn’'t it obvious. We are performing an exorcism.
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ACT 2: SCENE 3

LEVY
Thisisapieceof fineart.
It’s... fine. | guess.
What is it worth? Don’t answer, poor people.
| redly can’t tell you. Thecost of materids? Theartist’s time-- or fragment of
mortality, as it were.

Checks his watch.
Don't think about it.
Consider the training or innocence, depending on the artist’ s evolution. Old people, you
areevolved. or raw, unspoiled talent --Young people, you are raw--and y our
consumption may increase therisk of food poisoning Vdueis based on expert
inexperience or intuitive reasoning. Art is comfortable with duality .
Appreciation, for example.
Wetreat our art like an ection. Rankingit by funds raised at auction. How much is one
person willingto pay ?
Or--the other side of appreciation.
How much aretwo people ,an artist, aviewer, willingto gveto one another? Canyou
appreciaeit?
Forgve my vulgarity. Doesit makeyou fed something? Or doesit liein your heart, cold
and flat like acement gdlery floor? No right, no wronganswer. No dudity even. Vaue
depends on the person and on the painting.  Of which there are amultitude of
possibilities. Infinite. Illogcd.
Likelove, | imagne.

ACT 2: SCENE 3

Lights aredown. M ariah is behind the scrim,
looking kind of like she might be decapitated.
Ugh. I’'m not sure about the stage magic. There
will beweird stage magic. Asyet unknown. It
might be video. It might be something else.
Spooky music. Horror. Something like that.

Chris passesin front of M ariah.
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MARIAH

Boo!
Chris jumps.

MARIAH
Don't do that.

CHRIS
Don't do That!

MARIAH

You can't flinch. It’s only goingto work if hethinks you can’'t seeme. You haveto
ignore every word | say.

CHRIS
| know.

MARIAH
Pretend I’'m not here. Canyou doit? Canyouimagnel’m not here and ignore every
singeword | say?

CHRIS
Yes. You just described the last two years of our marriage.

MARIAH
After this works you need to gpologzeto Lisa

CHRISis very successfully ignoring her.

MARIAH
Your tantrum this afternoon was mid-century patriarcha bullshit and you know it. Lisa
showed methat map you made her. It’sawork of art. A departurefor you. Risk taking.
New.

Lisatold me Levy thinks Sheikha Al M ayassais interested in collecting my work.

CHRIS
Areyou kiddingme? That gdlery assistant saw you in ascarf and thought you were
Shelkha Al M ay assa?
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MARIAH
Not only did she mistake mefor one of thetop ten art collectors in theworld, she
thought | was 30!

CHRIS
| would’ ve guessed Queen Naor.

MARIAH
| could kill you right now and not be prosecuted. Habeas corpus. Dead peoplecan’t be
prosecuted.

CHRIS
Art school didn’t serveyou wdl. | think we could both be prosecuted for perpetrating a
fraud. Also, you aren’t dead.

MARIAH
If this doesn’t work, | might as well be. My work will be dead.

CHRIS
That’s not true.

MARIAH
Itis. Levy has been on the brink of dumping mefor years.

CHRIS
Would it be theworst thing? You could find someone else.

MARIAH
I’ ve dready made that mistake once.

CHRIS
| guess we're both afraid of making the same mistake twice.

Ridiculously pompous arr hythmic knocking.

MARIAH
Levy.

CHRIS
You're sure about this?
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MARIAH
Hell yes.

CHRISturns out the lights and answer s the door
holding a flashlight.

LEVY
Christopher so good to ... | can’t quite seeyou.

CHRIS
It is good not seeingyou.

LEVY
What is the significance of the flashlight?

CHRIS
The power isonthefritz. Let metry flippingthe switch.

CHRISTlips the switch. Some kind of
lights/fire/special effects extravaganza goes off in
the installation of hell.

LEVY
Wheat the hell?

CHRIS
It was worth ashot. Can | get you adrink?

Thereis ared hazy glow emanating from the
hell space.

LEVY
It’sred.

CHRIS
| know but that’s al we have l€ft.

Some really beautifully lit theater fog is
happening. Itis hypnotic. Likeall theater fog It
is the fog that saves us from our selves.
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LEVY
| redly dothink | seesmoke! Don't you seeit?

CHRIS
No. M aybel should check thebox. Seeif it’s dectricd. If it’s afire, the sprinklers will
Qo off.

LEVY
They’ Il destroy M ariah’s work!

CHRIS
Concerned about that areyou?

LEVY

Someone has to consider M ariah’s legecy .

Lights up on Mariah. Or, rather, Mariah’s
head, floating in the space.

MARIAH
Glad to know you still have my back, Levy. Evenif | don’t.

Lights off Mariah. Hejust misses seeing her.

LEVY
Did you hear that? It sounded like M ariah.

CHRIS
It could bethe pipes. Sometimes they make awhiny, high pitched sound. Not very much
like M ariah.

MARIAH
Whiny and high pitched sounds alot morelikeyou, Levy.

LEVY
| think I’'m halucinating.

CHRIS
That isn't news. You'redways on something.
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LEVY
It doesn’t fed right. It’stoo normd. It’slikealeather bar in M ilwaukee. 1'm scared.

MARIAH
You better be scared.

LEVY
There. | heard her. Did you hear her?

CHRIS
No. Did you comehereto taunt me. Mariah and | had our differences, but she was still
my wife.

MARIAH
Ex-wifel

LEVY
That’s her. | know that’s her.

CHRIS
What do you want?

LEVY
Theremains of her work.

CHRIS
All of it?

MARIAH
All of it?

LEVY

All of it. Some of her collectors want to express their regrets. They are sentimentd. Her
work was dway s strong. With her death, interest is piqued.

MARIAH
I”’m about to show you piqued.

LEVY
You can't hear that?

CHRIS

And ther€e s no other reason.
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LEVY

You won't have this opportunity agan.

None of you will.

I’ve.. I've fidlded severd inquiries.

From who?

FROM WHOM!

The usua suspects.

| should go check the box.

Don’t go.

Here

I’ll go with you.

MARIAH

LEVY

CHRIS

MARIAH

CHRI S accidentally acknowledges her, but Levy

has spun around.

LEVY

CHRIS

LEVY

CHRIS

CHRIShands LEVY the flashlight.

LEVY

CHRIS

No. Youwon't. Try not to mess yourself.

It’s just an animd fetus.
Oh, afern.

CHRISexits. LEVY stands alone very frightened.

LEVY
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| don’'t believein ghosts. | don’t beievein

MARIAH
And everyone knows you don’t bdieve in advanced pay ment. How do you fed about

eterna repay ment?

LEVY
Mariah. It can't beyou. It’sunbelievable.

MARIAH
Like a50% commission on everythingyou sell?

LEVY
Widll, now that you're dead, that contract isterminated. Inthenew one, | get more.

Lights up on Mariah in her full, beheaded, red
smoked, crazy art installation nightmare

crazytown.

LEVY screams

MARIAH
| AM GOING TO HAUNT THE FUCK OUT OF YOU!

LEVY
What do you want? Do you need to do agood deed or are you looking to make amends?

MARIAH
| am lookingto exact REVENGE!

LEVY
| was your greatest supporter. Who propped you up al thoseyears? Who helped you
scrapeby? | gaveyou the money for that surgery you needed.

MARIAH
That wasn’t surgery, that was eectrolysis. And you recommended it.

LEVY
Who knew Fridawould have such arenassance?
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MARIAH
| want the name of every opportunistic, solipsistic bloodsucking prospector tryingto
cash in on my demise.

LEVY
| don't disclose client information.

MARIAH
Don’'t make mego dl Goyaon your ass. Give up the collectors.

LEVY
The Havemores, The M orrisons, The Gorgers.

MARIAH
The same Bill Gorger who asked for adiscount when he got cancer?Only | didn’t redize
Cancer was the name of his new yacht. I'msurel’ll be seeing him eventudly .

LEVY
Seeing him ...where?

MARIAH
Where do you think? Hockney wasright. You can’'t take aphotograph of hell.

LEVY
Isit terrible?

MARIAH
It’'s like the Whitney Biennid 1994. M estrud blood, pigfeces and rich people.

LEVY
Anyonel know?

MARIAH
Everyoneyou know is here. Theline a the bar goes on forever.

LEVY
| told you what you wanted to know.

MARIAH
Don't piss meoff, Levy. Remember that bad trip in New M exico, when you thought an
army of Louise Bourgeois spider sculptures comingto get you?
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You really want to find thisin your shower drain?
I’mjust getting started.

Chris enters.
CHRIS
| cdlled the Super. Hesays h€e'll look into it, but you know how it is with those guys.
Alway s tdlingyou one thing and not following through.

CHRISIlooks a Levy.
You d make agreat super.

LEVY looks from M ariah to Chris and back.

LEVY
Go awvay.

CHRIS
It’s my place.

MARIAH

| won't go away, Levy. You can’'t block my cdls or send me Ss-wan-banana. Your life
is goingto look lieaM atthew Barney instdlation when I’ m through with you.

LEVY
| did what | could for you.

MARIAH
You’re using the wrong tense.

CHRIS
You ruined my life. Twice.

MARIAH

I’m goingto ruin your lifeand y our afterlifeif you don’t start askingwhat you can do for
me.

LEVY
| did you afavor.
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CHRIS
You slept with my grlfriend. 1 mean, wife.

MARIAH AND LEVY
Ex-wife.

MARIAH
You were supposed to represent my interests. You were supposed to serve me.

LEVY
It’s supposed to be M utualy beneficid.

CHRIS
| don't seethe benefit.

MARIAH
Therewon’t be any benefits. No donated works for silent auction. But thereis goingto
beashow. A retrospective. Everythingyou can get your hands on. From M FA to
midlife crisis. It’s going up.

LEVY
| can't just pull that together.

CHRIS
Pull it together. There s nothingthere.

MARIAH
And Roberta Smith is goingto review.

LEVY
Sop it! Sop it!
You'retorturingme. For asplit-second, | doubted. But now | know it’s true. If anyone
ANYONE could come back from the dead it would be you, M ariah. Part banshee, part
battle-ax, dl bitch. You aren’'t aghost. You arethe M ariah of my mind's eye.
Ambitious. Outrageous. Willingto takerisks. God, how | missy ou.
| can see her, Chris. It’slikel’ve conjured her here.

MARIAH
Areyou seriously goingto take credit for me hauntingyou?
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LEVY
I’ve had avision. Her work was just about to take off. A retrospective. It only makes
sense.

MARIAH
You are. You aretaking credit for this.

CHRIS
S0, you're sayingy ou saw/

LEVY
Anangd.

MARIAH

Not anangd. A scary, scary frightening she-devil.

LEVY
She speaks to me. Shetellsmetheway. Theway to So M uch M oney. Chris, we have
to have aretrospective of M ariah’s work. Somethingimportant has happened.

CHRIS
| thought you said the demand was down. Thework was a burden.

LEVY
It is/was aterrible burden. Draggngyou down. Don’'t you want that burden lifted? Put
on someone else' s shoulders-- or walls?

MARIAH
I’m going to eviscerate y ou.

LEVY
Even now. Shespurs meonward. Help meredize this mission.

MARIAH
You motherfucker. How dare you turn my haunting into some kind of Livestrong event.

LEVY
Help meraise her from the ashes.

CHRIS
What do you need mefor?
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LEVY
| didn’t want to tell you this, while you werein mourning.

CHRIS
You mean, on Tuesday .

LEVY
Timeheds. Thereisthe possibility that Shelkha Al-M ay assabin Khdifa Al-thani is
interested in collectingM ariah’s latest, | mean, last, work.

CHRIS
Youdon't say. Areyou certan it was her?

M ariah gares at Chris.

LEVY
Absolutely. Now, we have agreat ded of work to do. I'll want to get dl the early work

together.

MARIAH
Even thefigurative phase.

LEVY
God help me, even thefigurative phase. 1'll need to see everything from
begnningto end. WE Il havethework from Chinaback in aweek. It isn’t much time.

The Dante stuff shewas working on before she left. 1t had alast gasp quality that spesks
volumes now that she's dead. It’svery resonant.

MARIAH
Ahem!

LEVY
What?1 said | liked it.

Levy staggers.

CHRIS
What's wrong.

LEVY

My heart. She's magnificent. She'safury. You never gppreciated that about her.
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MARIAH
You never gppreciated that series. You said they were better off upside down and
untitled.

LEVY
| was right about those paintings a thetime. You didn’t know what you weredoing. An
untitled series understands that.

In retrospect, the paintings are very good. It’s goingto beahel of ashow. | promise
you that. We regoingto lineit al up from begnningto end in the very sameroom. And
theterrible magic of theretrospective will take over. All thewerd, random crep that |
away s thought was keepingyou from getting somewhere better, will start to loo like
genius. And everythingyou dways thought was so origna will take onapatern. And
thebigshit. Thestatements, the fuckups, thelife stuff will fal into order. It will dl
seeminevitable. M agc, | tdl you.

Roberta Smith is goingto fuckingloveit.
LISA enters.

MARIAH
Oh shit, you'reearly.

LEVY AND CHRIS

Lisal

LISA
Levy.

LEVY
What are you doing here?

LISA

I’ ve come for the exorcism. How’s it going?

MARIAH
Far?
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LISA
You'redoingit wrong What you want to do is sever the relaionship to the netherworld.
Levy being hereis strengthening ties.

LEVY
You can see her?

LISA
(to Chris) How blind do you think I am?

LEVY
So you can't see her.

CHRIS
Lisa, about this afternoon. Even though it, | mean he, repulses me, | overreacted. The past
is..

LISA
Very much aive.

MARIAH
| should be getting back to the underworld. Remember the retrospective!

MARIAH tries to recr eate the smoky smoke, the
strobe light, whatever. It's all very awkward.

CHRIS
M ariah isn't dead. Shelives here. With me. We are divorced, but we created this amazing
space and it was too hard to take everything gpart. So we stayed. Stuck. | met you and
... 1...

MARIAH enters as her sdf, defeated.

MARIAH
Lost my head.

CHRIS
M ariah, | had to tdl thetruth.
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LEVY
You'redivelllll
MARIAH
I'm dead.
LEVY reaches out, uncertain if he should touch
her.
LEVY
| could
LEVY wraps his hands around her neck. Is he
going to kill her or kiss her?
YOU'RE ALIVE!!III

M ariah, my dystopian fantasy. Youreaive!!!
Kiss her.

MARIAH
I’ m doomed.

CHRIS
Lisa, | would liketo try again with you. Without dl thelies. Will you let me?

LISA
| lied.
| knew shewas M ariah from the moment | saw her. After you gave methe map,
CHRIS
On our monthiversary.
LEVY
Oh vomit.
LISA
| went thelibrary. But they don't redly have anything on microfiche any more, so..
wdll... I... you know... | did what you do when you meet someoneyou think is

exceptiond.
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MARIAH
You googed him.

LISA
Ohyeah, | gooded him. Facebook staking. Linkedin lurking. | even went to My Space.
| can tell you thedateyou filed for divorce, the page your senior pictureison inyour
high school y earbook.

LEVY
For your sake, | hopeyou don't have aF Ferndlr account.

LISA
| brokeevery rule. | lied. | used theinternet. We' re screwed.

CHRIS
| started it. | told thefirst lie.

MARIAH
Too much truth is terrible for arelationship. What you want requires the redly, redly
biglie. Onethat can only betold in pardld perspective. Impossible. Human. Beautiful.

LEVY
Like amarket bubble.

CHRIS
Lisa, | loveyou.

LISA
Likeyou loved M ariah?

CHRIS

No. Mariah and | tried, but thisiswhat we ended up with. M FA Fire Sde. It turns out
we do our best work gpart. It turns out, | make my best work for you.

LISA and CHRISKiss.

MARIAH
That's the one.
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LISA
You are algpsed Catholic artist, but when | ook a you, | see stars.
Andyou (M ariah) arethe best aunt ever.

MARIAH
The best, oldest, poorest, most strugging artist aunt in history.

LEVY
Poor. Don't bestupid. Youreadive! You'vegot work to do.

MARIAH
Theretrospectiveis off. Theonly reason my pantings sold was because | DIED!

LEVY
M ariah, Shetkha Al M ayassais interested! You could be an inanimate object and no one
would care. | could make paintings scattered with your ashes and they would still sell as
long as they came with acertificate of authenticity.

MARIAH
Levy, | hateto tell you this. | mean, | redly, redly hateto tdl you this, but whatever
your galery grl uses to touch up her roots, soaks through straight to thebrain. Sheika Al
M ayassaisn't interested in my work. That was meinthe galery last week. Wearinga
scarf.

LEVY
You camein the gdlery and the grl didn't recognizeyou? She's fired.

CHRIS
You don't understand. The gdlery assistant mistook M ariah for Sheilkha Al M ay assa.

MARIAH
Sheisn't interested in my work. Sheisn't evenintheU.S.

LEVY
Youreright. She'sflyingin next Tuesday with thework from China. Shelovesit. Shell
be so pleased to meet you. Surprised, but pleased. WEIl haveto kill oursalves gettingthe
entireretrospective on thewals. | doubt well havetimeto get Roberta
But, let's faceit, who gves afuck about critics. It's not likethey'rerich people.
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MARIAH is silent, then sniffing, then sobbing.

CHRIS
M ariah?
LEVY
M ariah darling?
MARIAH

Everythingl've done. All of theterrible, backstabbing, degrading miserable horrible things
I've done.

LEVY
We probably can't fit everything. Thefigurative phase will haveto go.

MARIAH
All of the suffering, the blood from my veins, the sacrifice I've made. The children |
didn't want. My marriage. My youth. It'sal just goingto be up there, for peopleto
stareat whilethey swig Chardonnay and think about where they're going after and
wonder if it will appreciate.

LEVY
Exactly

MARIAH
And some of them will buy it. Some of them without even seeingit. M ost of them
without understandingit. And from here on out, | can just make my art, make whatever
thehell I want and people will collect it.

CHRIS
Areyou goingto be okay ?

MARIAH
We got everything wrong.

CHRIS

Not everything. We didn't know what we were doing. We loved each other, but we
weren't theright people. We were better off as an Untitled Series.
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MARIAH
I'msorry. .

CHRIS
I'm sorry too.

MARIAH

And I'mnot sorry. | 'mnot sorry too. I'mnot sorry | madeyou so miserablethat you
murdered mein cold blood. I'm not sorry | slept with my gdlerist. 1'm not sorry my
cdlerist is aterrible person who ruined your life. Dantewas right. This is how you get
out of hell. The perfect woman lovesyou. (TO LISA) You're perfect.

CHRIS
(ToLISA)You're Perfect.

MARIAH
(To LEVY) I'm perfect.

LEVY
(To M ariah) I'm perfect.

MARIAH

I’m perfect. And the perfect woman loves ME.  Thefourteenth child of the former Emir
of Qatar loves M E!'! The ARTNEWS Collector of the Year loves ME!!! Andit's dl
just soworthit! | don't know how it happened and | don't care. When theright person
loves you, it doesn't matter how.

END OF PLAY



